Lordship Recreation Ground City Farm Development

London Borough of Haringey Recreation Services

City Farm Project

Walpole Road, Lordship Lane and Broadwater Farm Public Consultation 

Highlight Report: 30th March 2009      
A. Introduction

There are exciting plans to build a new City Farm in Lordship Recreation Ground as part of a wider regeneration programme. The plans have been developed over the last 5 years in partnership with the Friends of Lordship Recreation Ground, wider Park stakeholders and in consultation with Park users and local people. Subsequently, Lordship compiled a successful HLF application and has been earmarked for significant funding.

The City Farm idea proved to be popular during consultations conducted with park users and local residents before the HLF application was submitted. However the future location of the City Farm is currently under discussion. A number of sites around the park have been carefully considered for this facility, taking into account key issues such as access, costs, viability and appropriateness within the overall regeneration plans. The two ‘best option’ locations recently reviewed for suitability were:

· North West corner (in proximity to Lordship Lane & Walpole Road Residents) 

· South East Corner (in proximity to Broadwater Farm Estate Residents)
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Fig 1- Proposed Location for the City Farm

To help LBH to come to a final decision about the location for the City Farm it was decided that the local residents at the two locations would be consulted.

On the 22nd January 2009, a consultation leaflet broadly outlining the City Farm proposal was posted to approximately 80 residents, this included 30 residents who overlook Lordship Recreation Ground in the Debden and Croydon blocks on Broadwater Farm Estate and 50 residents and businesses along Walpole Road and some of Lordship Lane. 

The overall objective of the consultation was to gauge public opinion on the City Farm development and to highlight any concerns and issues raised. LBH Recreation Services wanted to gauge public interest and opinions surrounding the development at either of the locations and the possibility of opening up the unofficial entrance within the alleyway on Walpole Road.

During 28th, 29th January and 19th Feb 2009 resident questionnaires were carried out to  approximately 80 residents. The following questions were asked:

· Are you aware of the improvement and development plans for Lordship Recreation  Ground?

· How do you feel the overall improvements would benefit the local community?

· In what ways would a City Farm benefit you and your family?

· What are the opportunities and drawbacks from the farm being possibly close to your property?

· Do you have any issues or concerns with any aspects of this proposal?

· What are your views on developing a new entrance on Walpole Road? Is this something you feel you could support?

B.  Broadwater Farm Consultation (Debden Block & Croydon Block) 

28th January 2009

The resident questionnaire was carried out by Luisa Baker (LBH) and Dave Morris (Chair of the Lordship Rec Users Forum) 

· A total of 30 households contacted, 10 households responded to the questionnaire on the day.

· One person did not wish to participate

· Approximately 20 households were available at the time.

General Findings:

· Around 60% of people were already aware of the future plans for Lordship Rec.

· All participants when asked felt that the general plans for Rec. were a positive move for the Estate and wider local community. 

· All but one participant thought that the City Farm was a positive project and would be of benefit to themselves, their family and the Broadwater Farm Estate. One respondent did not know if it would benefit them. 

· Many residents living in the Broadwater Farm Estate felt very concerned with the security of the farm and the safety of the farm animals. Some felt that they weren’t sure being in close proximity to the estate would be a good idea in terms of animal safety.

· Most residents did not mind if the unofficial entrance on Walpole Road was opened to form a new entrance. Some people expressed that it would create ‘good cut through to the shops’. 
City Farm development reaction – BWF residents’ comments:

‘Yes a City Farm would benefit the local community, this would be good for everyone’- Debden resident.
‘This would make a difference, provide something for the children who never get to see live animals’- Debden Resident
‘Lots of people would use it. At the moment the park is only used in the summer this would be used at weekends throughout the year’- Debden Resident
The majority of residents we spoke to were positive about the farm being close to their property and a couple of residents were indifferent or didn’t mind - comments included:

‘that part of the Park is empty and isn’t doing anything. But I am concerned about security,  people around here don’t respect things ’ - Debden Resident

‘the farm should be nearer the estate so it can benefit the people who live here, it would be easier for us if it was closer’ - Debden Resident

‘I like my views as it is, but I think the farm would be safer to look after if it was closer’- Croydon Resident

‘I don’t think it matters where it is as long as it is safe’ Debden Resident

‘I don’t think the farm will be safe near this estate, I think the animals may be harmed’ - Croydon Resident

‘I’m very happy for the farm to be close, I would like to look over and see the farm- I love animals’ - Debden Resident
C.  Walpole Road Consultation

Resident questionnaire carried out by Luisa Baker (LBH) on 29th January 2009

· Total of 20 households contacted, 11 households responded to the questionnaire on the day.

· A total of 5 households raised concerns about the City Farm location being close to their property.

· Approximately 9 households were not available at the time.

· More consultation along Lordship Lane needs to be arranged to gauge public opinion on Lordship Lane

General Findings:

· Around 70% of people were already aware of the future plans for Lordship Rec.

· Most participants when asked, felt that the general plans for Rec. were positive for the wider community in general but some expressed concerns with a City Farm. 

· There were 5 households with strong views against the City Farm  being sited next to Walpole Road, and 2 households objected to the suitability of the farm in the Rec. regardless of its location.

· There were mixed opinions as to whether LBH should adopt an unofficial entrance on Walpole Road and open to form a new entrance. Some people expressed that it would be a positive change, highlighted by the sentiments of a Walpole Road resident who said it would ‘stop dumping and prevent antisocial behaviour’ Other residents said it would create a more convenient entrance or it would create further security issues at night and some did not feel that the Park needed another entrance. There was support for some kind of gate to the alleyway and restricted access at certain times.

· The responses from those involved in the Lordship Lane businesses by the corner of Walpole Road were generally positive.

Reactions from Walpole Road residents regarding the City Farm

‘We don’t want a City Farm here, there is already issues with traffic along this road and this will make the problem worse’- Walpole Road Resident
‘There will be vandalism and the animals will be disturbed, I’m not keen on the idea’  - Walpole Road Resident
‘Excellent idea, I am in full support- it would be good for the children- it should be in a more central location but I don’t mind it being close by’ Walpole Road Resident
‘Good idea in principal, but I don’t see how it will work here- it would be better off by the Broadwater Farm as there are allotments- there is also a road which can act as a buffer’ - Walpole Road Resident
‘Would the farm affect the openness of the park?-it would spoil the views but children would really enjoy it’  - Walpole Road Resident
‘Parking on Walpole Road is already a problem and a City Farm would only exacerbate the issue. I am also concerned with rats and foxes- this could be a problem.’  - Walpole Road Resident

‘I don’t want the farm, it will be misused and there will be rats. I don’t understand why you want one’ - Walpole Road Resident

D.  Some initial conclusions, and further consultation

As a result of these initial findings, the general support received, and certain opinions and concerns expressed, the 2 options were reviewed in more detail:

· Option 2 in the south-east field was felt to be unaffordable due to the large additional costs of terracing and drainage needed to make the site viable. 

· It was decided to shift Option 1 further eastwards so that it would not be adjacent to any back gardens. The alleyway was investigated for adoption by the Council, but with some form of controlled access to address local concerns.

It was also decided to conduct further consultation and engagement over the revised proposal.

Lordship Lane consultation, 19th February 2009

As a result of the proposed changes to the proposal a further consultation event was carried out which involved speaking to the businesses and the residents along Lordship Lane between Walpole Road and the main entrance into the park.  Luisa Baker (LBH), Dave Morris (LRUF) and Martin Burrows (B2E) carried out the consultation.

· Around 30% of the residents were aware of the plans for the Rec.

· Approximately 25 households were contacted on the day - 17 of which responded.

· 95% of Residents along Lordship Lane felt positive about the concept of the farm

· 95% of residents asked felt positive about the farm being in close proximity to their properties.

· 1 household voiced concerns regarding possible smells generated from the farm.

· 1 household raised minor concerns about the views from their house.

· 1 household interested in joining a ‘Friends of the Farm’ group if one was set up in the future.

Comments from Lordship Lane Residents:

‘An environmental project can only be a good thing and I don’t mind it being near me at all’ - Lordship Lane resident

‘As long as the animals can’t escape I don’t mind it being close to my house, I think it would be very positive to have it close by’ - Lordship Lane resident

‘Our kids love animals - good idea to have it here, there’s nothing at this end of the Park’ - Lordship Lane resident

‘As long as it doesn’t smell, I’m OK with it ’- Lordship Lane resident

‘I think it’s a great idea, if they could sort out the problem with the alleyway at the same time, that would be even better’ - Lordship Lane resident

‘The farm would be of no benefit to me but it’s great for the kids to learn about nature’ - Lordship Lane resident

‘As long as it doesn’t block our views…which I’m a bit concerned about, I’m perfectly happy to have it here’ - Lordship Lane resident
Further Consultation update

· On the 27th and 28th February 2009 a consultation event was held from 11am and 3pm at the Jazz Café, Broadwater Farm Community Centre. This event was held to create further opportunity for local people to view and comment on the Park’s plans, speak to the architects and comment on the designs. This was also an opportunity for members of the public to raise any issues and concerns. 

· Approximately 100 people attended on each of the days. The Architects for the City Farm and the Eco-Centre as well as the principal landscape architect were present and on hand on the first day to explain designs and the functionality of the plans. Back To Earth attended both days to answer questions about the future management of the farm. Members of the Friends of Lordship Rec helped run the events. Those attending were encourage to complete questionnaires and a report based on these observations is attached below. [See Appendix 1]
· On both days, it was noted that there was generally wide support and positive remarks for Lordship’s plans and the City Farm development.

· A group of residents from Walpole Road, who were not in favour of the proposed site for the farm attended the consultation event on Friday 27th and spoke to the architects at length about their concerns. It seems that none of that group of residents filled in the consultation questionnaires, but notes were taken of some of the views expressed. Some of the key points raised, and a response by the Council, can be found below [Section E].

· At the monthly meeting held by the Friends of Lordship Rec on Sunday 1st March 2009 in the park, those present, including residents of Walpole Rd and Lordship Lane, met to discuss the Plans for Lordship and the location of the City Farm was raised. At this meeting there was a request that LBH carry out further consultation with neighbouring residents through a separate meeting. [See bullet point, below]. Generally the Friends meeting was positive about the proposed location of the farm being the best option, but felt that any specific concerns raised by local residents affected should be taken on board and addressed as far as possible. 

· Lordship’s Restoration Programme was further publicly represented at the West Green and Bruce Grove Area Assembly on the 3rd March 2009.

· At the suggestion of the Friends, it was agreed that the Friends and the Council would jointly hold a special consultation meeting on Thursday 19th March for the residents of Walpole Road and Lordship Lane who back onto the north-west corner of the park. The Friends hired the St Benet Fink church hall in Walpole Rd, and leafleted all the relevant homes with an update on the situation. The invitation included an acknowledgement that there had been concerns expressed, and that some alterations had been made to the original designs as a result of these. It also said that the revised plans would be on show, and the architects, Back To Earth and Recreation Services would be on hand to answer any questions.  

About 20 residents attended. They viewed a new 3-D model of the plans and asked a range of questions of the architects and BTE. A formal Q&A session and discussion was then held. Two residents spoke in favour of the plans, but the majority aired concerns that consultation could have been better, that the siting of the City Farm nearby was inappropriate, and that there were specific worries including the potential for smells, noise, parking problems, views and affect on house prices [See Section E, below]. There was a strong body of opinion that it would be preferable for the Farm to be sited elsewhere in Lordship Rec.  

There were also strong views stated about the long-running local issue of the mismanagement of the adjacent private alleyway and associated anti-social behaviour. 

A report of the event is enclosed below. [See Appendix 2]
E.  City Farm Concerns

There have been extensive meetings and dialogue between the Friends of Lordship Rec, LBH Development Control, the team of architects, Back to Earth Projects, LBH Recreation Services and Walpole Road and Lordship Lane residents and businesses. Below is a summary of the main outstanding areas of concern, principally raised by some of the Walpole Road and Lordship Lane residents, and the views of the Council in response. 

For more detailed responses to the concerns expressed, and the revised design, see Appendix 2.
1]. There will be excess parking in Walpole Road from Farm visitors
LBH View: Residents living on Walpole Road have complained of parking issues for some time. This is caused by a large number of vehicles belonging to businesses and people who do not live in the area parking in the road. 

Walpole Road could become a Controlled Parking Zone in the near future as a result of consultation currently being carried out covering a wider area. This could result in resident-only parking by the time the Farm is built. Therefore, LBH envisage that over time, depending on the results of consultation on this issue, the parking situation for local residents will greatly improve.

On another note, Transport Planning have actively encouraged that the Council look to promote sustainable transport where possible. We aim to attract visitors by actively encouraging public transport and LBH view that parking requirements for the farm in the surrounding roads would be very little. To draw a comparison Hackney City Farm which has no parking available anywhere near the Farm still manages to attract many visitors despite of this. One of the pros for the Northwest site is that it is close to the main bus routes which link to the London Underground network.

2]. The Farm in the park will lower property values in Walpole Road
LBH View: There were mixed views concerning this issue. The majority of local residents who were present at the Friends meeting on the 1st March 2009 felt the opposite would probably be the case and that by cleaning up the alley, making a smart gated entrance to the Park and added attractions such as a farm with plenty of trees, it would be envisaged that the local park will become more attractive and safer, and therefore local property values are likely be enhanced. However, many residents at the March 19th special consultation meeting still expressed concerns about this.

3]. The Farm will be noisy and smelly and attract rats
LBH View: Walpole Road already has a rat problem and there is a concern that having a City Farm at this location will exacerbate the problem. 
LBH view is this is unlikely. If the Farm is managed properly, has no roosters (which will not be allowed), but has some cats, it will not be noisy or smelly and the rat problem will be managed. However, to reduce the impact of any smells or noise, the plans have been revised to site the animal enclosure as far east of Walpole Rd as possible and towards the south side of the cluster of Farm buildings. It is also proposed to include grass mounds to the west and north of the buildings to help obscure the view [see point 4. below] and to help absorb any sounds.

However

The rats which are already there now are probably being attracted to the rubbish dumping, which with the Farm being there will no doubt help to prevent. LBH envisage that if anything, the situation should improve.  

4]. The Farm will obstruct people’s view of the Park
LBH View:  LBH’s plan is to tuck the City Farm buildings behind the garages in the middle of the Northernmost edge of the Park, at least 50 meters away from the back fences of Walpole Road gardens. The revised plans also propose to create grass mounds to the west and north of the buildings to help obscure them.  Walpole Road residents will be able to see some of the Farm buildings to their left, but they will not obstruct their view of the rest of the Park if they look straight ahead - or to the right when they would see the whole of the park laid out in front of them and not see the Farm at all.   

Lordship Lane residents will have greater separation because of the alley way and the garages. If the Farm buildings are single storey people living in Lordship Lane will be able to see over and around the Farm quite easily. 

5]. Something needs to be done about the dumping and other anti-social uses of the alleyway
LBH View:  The Council agrees this is an issue and is currently investigating the possibilities for the future adoption and/or improved management of this alleyway.

F.  Summary

LBH  is pleased with the overwhelming support for the City Farm, but acknowledges the specific concerns expressed by some of the residents near the proposed site. As a result some changes have been made to the original Option 1 proposal and any valid concerns will be expected to be addressed as far as possible by those designing and managing the farm.

Future actions:

· LBH will continue to work with all stakeholders to develop and implement the regeneration plans for the Recreation Ground, and make the updated plans (including those for the City Farm) available for future viewing.

· Regarding the City Farm, LBH will continue to consult with local residents living around the area of the City Farm, and keep them updated and informed. It is also expected that valid concerns will continue to be addressed as far as possible, and hoped that interested local people will become actively involved, through the Back To Earth charity, in the development of the Farm and its activities.

Luisa Baker

30th March 2009

Appendix 1

LORDSHIP RECREATION GROUND CITY FARM

RESPONSE FROM PUBLIC CONSULTATION 27th – 28th FEB HELD AT BROADWATER FARM COMMUNITY CENTRE.
Ref: 101/CCR001 

With CAVE, Anne Thorne, CBA, LBH, B2E & FLR in attendance.

19 Questionnaires completed:

17 in favour,

1 against,

1 with just general comments.

Results:

1. What kind of facilities would you like to see at the City Farm?

Children’s fun and educational facilities, Examples of planted food crops, Crèche, Family activities, Renewable energy visible and explained, evening classes, café, shop, Horse riding, Meeting space, Herbs and Medicinal plants, A big round table, Food growing, Toilets, Benches, Compost toilets, Animal welfare education.

2. What type of reclaimed / recycled materials would you like to see used in the construction of the Farm?

No Concrete, Tyres, Wood, Renewable's, Reclaimed objects, Recycled objects, Bottles, Cans, Wood, Turf, Plastics, Cardboard, Paper, Straw, Clothes, Inspiring technologies, Building demolition waste.
3. Would you be happy to contribute recyclables and/or unwanted household objects/appliances to a collection depot for construction purposes?

17 answered ‘Yes’

4. Do you think you, or members of your family/friends, would be interested in helping with the construction of the Farm?

17 answered ‘Yes’ 

A structure designed purely by children.

5. If structured vocational courses were to be run during the build on various aspects of construction, i.e. Carpentry, Plumbing, Electrics. Do you think you, or friends/family would be interested in taking part?

15 answered ‘Yes’

1 ‘Possibly’

1 ‘No’

Carpentry, Mentoring programmes for children, Plastering, General Building techniques, Installation of Renewable energy systems.

6. Do you expect you would buy produce from a farm shop? 



Expected produce would be: Fresh Eggs, Goats Cheese, Honey, Jams, Chutneys, Fresh Fruit and Vegetables.


17 answered ‘Yes’


Of the 17 two said only if prices are reasonable.

7. What kind of courses would you like to see run at the Farm once construction is complete? For example: Cheese making, Wool Spinning and Weaving, Chicken Keeping!…

Organic growing, Animal husbandry, Arts & Crafts courses, Animal welfare, Vegetable growing, Bread making, Numeracy, Literature, Marketing, Management, Cheese making, Bee keeping, Butter making, Cookery courses, Farm food production, Gardening skills, Chicken keeping, D.I.Y courses, Eco building, Growing food in small spaces, Renewable energy installation.

Any other comments…

· People wanting to volunteer to help on the Farm.
· Evening & weekend classes.
· Activities/spaces to encourage community spirit.
· Representation of cultural diversity in area.
· Educational waste management scheme, fun & visible.
· Wormeries, Composting, things people can learn and use implement at home.
· Worries for security of Farm.
· Concerns that it will be too small.
· Interactive Art and Sculpture, many designed by local children.
· Mini Bio-Dome to grow plants/vegetables that reflect different cultures.
· Signage designed by local school children.
· One concern over smell and cleanliness.
· One concern about positioning of Farm.

Conclusions:

The overall results of the weekend have been positive. There were several residents who were opposed to the farm in its current location, but not opposed to the idea of having a farm within the park. These residents had collected signatures to ask for the farm to be moved to a different location. Most of the objections were from the Walpole Road side of the North West corner, with some opposition from Lordship Lane residents. A survey carried out a week earlier by LBH, B2E and FLR along Lordship Lane received positive responses from its residents.

The main concerns of those opposed to the Farm in its current location are:

· Noise

· Smell

· Car parking

· Rats/Pigeons/Flies

· Drainage

· Interruption of view

It is felt that all of these problems can be dealt with or designed out of the Farm, hopefully addressing the residents concerns.

Generally, most people seemed extremely positive and excited at the prospect of the farm and its potential. Many people mentioned the positive possibilities in bringing together the community, through links with local schools, businesses and residents. 


The results of the questionnaire show that people want it to be a fun and creative educational environment, with activities to suit all ages and abilities and communities. The opportunity to learn vocationally through the build process or through regular courses run at the farm once it’s complete was a very popular idea, as well as learning about the aspects of sustainable energy production and more eco friendly ways of living and building.

Several people spoken to expressed a specific interest in becoming involved in the running of the farm, whether that be through running courses or volunteering to maintain grounds and buildings, look after animals, etc.

The shop also proved to be a really popular facility with nearly all people expecting that they would buy produce from a farm shop. Although attention should be paid to keep prices affordable.

Appendix 2
CAVE CO-OPERATIVE

Report by Liz crisp and Vera Hale
LORDSHIP RECREATION GROUND CITY FARM 

Response from special public consultation event

19th March 2009 - held at St Benet Fink church hall on Walpole Rd.
With Cave, LBH, B2E & FLR in attendance.

This Community Consultation event was held specifically for residents neighbouring the proposed new farm location in the North West corner of The Lordship Recreation Ground. 60 properties were identified as those in direct proximity to the farm. Of those 60 households invited 22 people attended.

Of those 22 people, 3 people attending were in favour of the farm and 19 were opposed to it in its current location.

Of the 19 people who came that were opposed to the farm in its current location (that were spoken to by members of Cave) approximately 6 people were from additional households to the original ones that were invited.

The purpose of this meeting was for the architects to explain to local residents how the designs for the farm had

evolved in answer to their concerns as set out in the last two community consultation events. These concerns were:

o Noise

o Smell

o Pest control

o Drainage

o Parking

o View

The design dealt with each issue as follows:

Noise

o The animals that have been selected for the farm are all relatively quiet animals. There will be no Cockerels. There had been a suggestion to have Geese for security purposes, and it was commented on that these would

obviously be noisy, so it may be necessary to look at alternative methods of security.

o There will not be a large enough quantity of animals on the farm to generate high levels of noise. There will be a small selection of the types of animals normally seen on a commercial farm (not including Cows).

o The two farm buildings have been placed inside an internal courtyard. The height, shape and depth of the

interior cob wall will keep the majority of any noise within the inner courtyard reducing any impact on local residents.

o Behind the two farm buildings two earth mounds have been created which will be formed using earth dug out

from the new pond and (any other excavations which may be carried out within the park). These mounds will act as noise barriers, absorbing most of the noises that may permeate from the inner courtyard.
o These mounds could also provide storage and external facilities i.e. Kiln, Fridges, in order to keep the sizes of the buildings to a minimum, but this would depend on budget, to be determined.

o We have also created a wildlife corridor along the Lordship Lane Alley way where the increased vegetation will also act as a sound barrier, absorbing and diffusing sounds that may carry.

o The paddock for daytime grazing of animals will be located away from the residential sides of the farm.

Smell

o The quantity of animals at the farm is so small that it is unlikely that there will be an issue of smell from within the farm, and especially bearing in mind the distance that any smells would then have to travel to reach the neighbouring properties.

o The location of the animal shelters will be within the inner courtyard of the farm, on the eastern side. This position will have the least impact on any residents.

o The composting area will be located away from the residential sides of the farm, but again it is unlikely to

cause much smell.

o The paddock for daytime grazing of animals will be located away from the residential sides of the farm.

o The introduction of the wildlife corridor along Lordship Lane would incorporate native scented species (such as Honeysuckle), which would attract bees and butterflies but also produce a beautiful smell in the evening!

Drainage

o Drainage will be dealt with as part of an overall strategy for the whole of the Lordship Recreation Ground.

o In addition to this special attention will be paid to the siting of animal enclosures in relation to their proximity to Lordship Lane and Walpole Rd.

o Animal shelters will be housed within the inner courtyard allowing for control of surface water drainage.

o Extensive planting along the boundaries would reduce any run-off should it manage to reach that far.

o The pond could also be used for some water filtering through reed beds, etc.

Pest control

o This is mostly down to good farm management. For example; high standards of cleanliness and placing the

animals inside the inner courtyard at night. Therefore preventing pests from gaining access to any food source.

o The height, shape and depth of the interior cob wall will make going through, over or under very difficult for any would-be scavengers.

o Many residents have expressed concerns over the number of rats in the area, this is likely to be due to the

amount of fly tipping and general waste that is left along the Lordship Lane alley way. It has now become clear that the council will not be adopting this stretch of private road as it does not fulfil their criteria for a road that can be adopted. The farm can help in this situation by the installation of CCTV cameras along its perimeter that

would pick up any fly tipping activities or any anti-social behaviour.

o The area around the farm gates would be maintained and kept clear by the farm.

o The adoption of some farm cats could help keep down any existing pest numbers.

o One resident spoken to said that an environmental officer had inspected the area after reports of rats in the area and found that there actually wasn’t a rat infestation in the area of the north west corner. (The date when this inspection was carried out is as yet unclear).

Parking

o The introduction by LBH of a Controlled Parking Zone along Walpole Road and surrounding streets would

definitely improve the current situation and the fears of local residents.

o As the farm and the whole of the Lordship Recreation Ground scheme are part of a wider sustainable

regeneration project, people will not be encouraged to travel by car to the park. People will be encouraged to

travel by public transport, bicycle or walk. The purpose of the regeneration project of LRG is to serve the immediate local community, so car travel should be kept to a minimum.

o The will be no provision for public car parking within the farm.

Views

o The main barn has been reduced from a two-storey building to a single storey building, making both the main

and ancillary barns single storey.

o From both Lordship Lane and Walpole Road the only views available across the park are from 1st floor and loft windows. The introduction of small single storey buildings will not block any views.

o The main barn has been turned so that its shortest profile is facing the Walpole Road boundary at an increased

distance away from this boundary.

o It has also been placed to coincide with the largest/highest of the garages that run along the Lordship Lane Alley way so as not to have any impact on their already blocked view.

o The smaller ancillary barn has been placed parallel with the main barn in order to reduce any obstruction this may cause to views. Note; this building is lower in height than the main barn.
o In order to minimise the impact of any buildings on the views across the park from Lordship Lane and Walpole Road two grassed, earth mounds have been created. These mask the profile of the two buildings, whilst the inclusion of sloped/curved sedum roofs to the farm buildings also ensure that any view of the farm from either road side will be of rolling grass landscaping and not building walls.

o Existing trees and the inclusion of new tree planting around the two boundaries will also reduce any views of

the farm. Some new trees have already been planted earlier this year along the Walpole Rd side of the

boundary.

Conclusion

By addressing the concerns of the local community Cave have been able to clarify the design for the city farm, making it an integrated part of the park that sensitively blends in and does not stand out as a single entity. 

At the 19th March meeting Cave presented a scale model of the revised designs, followed by a question and answer session going into more detail. Regretfully Cave was unable to get much of the key information across to the visitors due to the strong feelings expressed by many of the participants. 

However there was some progress in that quite a few people agreed to an arranged visit to Hackney City Farm to get a comparison of the farm size and the type of noise/smell, if any, that is generated.

It also became clear after talking to several residents that there appears to have been a break down in trust with LBH over the years, and that the opposition to the farm may be more to do with just general opposition to anything proposed by LBH.

Many people at the meeting were actively in favour of the farm but have a strong “not in my back yard” feeling. This could be alleviated by LBH addressing some of the existing council issues such as parking, safety, recycling and fly tipping (the major issues), that local residents have expressed.

Liz Crisp and Vera Hale

Cave Co-operative
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